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North of 60° ------- 


KNIK - Shattered dreams. 


Before there was Anchorage, there was Seward. Seward was the supply hub for Cook Inlet. 
Knik, at the head of Knik Arm, was destined to be the transportation hub into the interior, 
being the entry point into the Susitna, Talkeetna and Broad Pass regions. New additions to 
the LoC Chronicling America newspapers give insight into some of the token issuers. 


 ANIK.. 


THE GATE 10 THE NELCHINA! 


DO YOUR OUTFITTING AT 


GEORGE PALMER'S, KNIK | 


Clothing Dog Feed 


COMPLETE STOCK 
PRICES REASONABLE 


SAVE THE HAUL! 


Seward Daily Gateway, Nov. 3, 1913. 


Douglas Island News, December 21, 1910. 

Nature has been prolific in her gifts to the region for 
which Knik is the center of population. Aside from the 
bounteous vegetable and forage crops each year raised 
in the vicinity, the fuel supply is abundant. Fine tim- 
ber is close at hand and fine coal, in large quantities, 
may be picked up on the beach. George Palmer, the 
pioneer merchant of the place has 400 sacks piled up 
in front of his store. The coal is washed down the 
Matanuska river and carried across the Arm and de- 
posited on the Ship creek side. - Seward Gateway. 


Groceries 


George Palmer was the largest merchant in Knik. 


Seward Daily Gateway, February 26, 1914. 
George Palmer, the Knik Marshal Field, arrived in 
Seward last night with the U.S. mail party and will depart on the first steamer to lay in a 
supply of goods that will carry him through the coming season. Mr. Palmer reports that Knik 
is booming and that he has practically sold out of the big stock that he took in last fall, and 
will be short on many lines before the opening of navigation on Knik arm this spring. The 
Nelchina stampede, coupled with the crew that has been engaged moving coal from 
Chickaloon, has kept things moving pretty lively at Knik this winter, and from all appear- 
ances the camp will have the most prosperous summer in its history. 


The Palmer’s Bar token (B-2a) attribution to Knik is speculative. It is attributed to Chestnut 
or Hoffman, Montana on tokencatalog.com. Ron Benice states that the use of the term 
“Trade Check” is atypical for Alaska. But it is not unheard of as this was used on one of the 
Valdez Copper Block Buffet tokens. Its appearance is unlike any other Alaska token. The 
only evidence of Palmer operating a bar is its sale. Otherwise, Palmer was a general mer- 
chant. 


Seward Daily Gateway, April 27, 1914. 


A.F; Davis, who purchased the saloon interests OLYMPUS BAR 

of George Palmer at Knik, left on the last boat KNIK, ALASKA 

to take charge of the Knik resort. Mr. Davis is LIQUORS. and. CIGARS... 3.007 
7 ‘ ‘ Draught and Bottied Beer 

planning on making some improvements and AL. DAVIS. Prop. 


will fit up a strictly first class place. i 


Seward Gateway, August 18, 1914. 

There is considerable activity in the building 

line at Knik. Al Davis is erecting a new saloon which 
he expects to move into September 1. It is located be- 
tween the Herning and Palmer wharves. Al Davis is 
also building a modern dwelling as well as George 
Palmer. 


A.F. Davis previously had a saloon at Hope (B-1a). 


continued on page 3 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Welcome to our 44th year. I hope that we meet your 
expectations with every issue. 


You never know what rabbit hole I am going down 
when I start a newsletter. This month it appears to 
be Anchorage. And pre-Anchorage. And flowing 
into the interior from Knik, we get to Susitna and 
Talkeetna. 


Special thanks this month to J.D. Williams for his 
article on Ruthie’s 49er. You know, without some 
one doing this type of research, Ruthie’s would be as 
obscure in 100 years as Weierman and Hitchcock is 
today. See page 5. They make it a bit confusing. 


eBay is really quite this month. The scarce 5¢ from 
Rosswog of Cordova brought a nice price. “Pops 
Maggie” from Seward sold for $363, I think a bar- 
gain. 


Many thanks to those of you who have renewed your 
subscription. Yes, while the form said 2021, it was 
for 2022. And those of you who get only the emailed 
PDF, the “z” in front of your name is a control so 
that I don’t print out a mailing label for you every 
issue. 


Mike Schmetzer reports that Sitka has packed a 
“Covid Time Capsule,” to be opened in 50 years. One 
of the many items that found its way into the capsule 
were Elizabeth Peratrovich dollars! 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Southeast Alaska Correspondent - Mike Schmetzer 
Dawson Correspondent - Vic Tubman 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage,Canteen Bar, 12'2¢, B-10a 34.99 
Cordova, Rosswog, 5¢, B-34a 225.05 
Ketchikan, Scoug’s, 50¢, B-56c 18.990B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 54.96 
Murphy Dome, 744th ACW, $1, B-3g 9.990B 
Palmer, ARRC, 25¢, B-1d, NGC-58 139.49 


Seward, The Branch, Pop Maggie, 12’2¢, B-3b 362.99 


Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blIII 78.99 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a 5.000B 
Whitehorse, TD&P, $5, B-7d 18.17 
Whitehorse, TD&P, $10, B-7e 18.17 
Whitehorse, TD&P, $20, B-7f 22.57 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not 
Sell; | SUP = sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the 
Record. 
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[Ite Pan-Handle | 


We carry a complete 


H. 


Cook Inlet Pioneer and Knik News, April 8, 1916 


B-31.la 


KNIK, cont. 


Knik News, April 10, 1915. 

The latest news received here concerning the gov- 
ernment railway project indicates that Ship Creek 
on Knik Arm, will be very important - if not the most 
important - base of operations in the big scheme of 
development. 


The railroad came to Ship Creek, later renamed An- 
chorage. It bypassed Knik, thus sounding the death 
knell for the metropolis at the head of Knik Arm. 


Nome Daily Nugget, September 7, 1916. 

George Palmer, the veteran merchant from Knik, af- 
ter being shown through Captain Lathrop s $30,000 
picture show in Anchorage exclaimed: “My what a 
fine place this would be to dry fish in.” 


Seward Daily Gateway and the Alaska Evening 
Post, March 6, 1917. 

George Palmer left on the Admiral Watson yesterday 
on a round trip to Kodiak after which he will go to 
San Francisco to purchase stock for his stores in Knik 
and Anchorage. 


Anchorage Weekly Times and Alaska Labor 
News, May 16, 1918. 

GEO. PALMER SUSTAINS HEAVY LOSS. 
Disastrous Fire at Knik Destroys Stores and Struc- 
tures Belonging to Pioneer Merchant of Cook Inlet 
Country. 

One Hundred Thousand dollars worth of property 
was destroyed at an early hour this morning at Knik, 
when eleven buildings and their contents, owned by 
George Palmer were destroyed by fire. 


The loss...is partially covered by insurance. 


Immediate steps will be taken by Mr. Palmer to re- 
place the destroyed buildings, and the work of re- 
construction will begin as soon as material can be 
secured and placed on the ground. The stock will be 
replenished, and Mr. Palmer will leave in the near 
future for the Outside, where he will purchase the 
stock direct from wholesalers. 


The Daily Alaskan, Skagway, Nov. 16, 1918. 
GEO. PALMER DESERTS KNIK 

George Palmer has moved, lock, stock and barrel, 
from Knik and will locate permanently at Snug Har- 


bor, where he recently installed a fishing plant and 
general merchandise store. Mr. Palmer has for years 
been the main stay in Knik and formerly operated a 
large mercantile establishment at that place. Mr. 
Palmer reached Anchorage last night with a scow 
load of household effects, furniture and fixtures, and 
merchandise from his Knik store. He left this morn- 
ing for his new location, accompanied by his family. 
Mr. Palmer recently received a large shipment of 
merchandise from San Francisco and will operate 
one of the largest mercantile establishments in this 
part of Alaska at Snug Harbor. 


Seward Daily Gateway, January 8, 1919. 
GREAT CLAM CANNERY IS FOR SNUG 
HARBOR 

Another clam cannery is to be erected in Alaska and 
this time near Seward, at Snug Harbor. The follow- 
ing article clipped from the Seattle Times of a recent 
date: 


Marking a new chapter in the development of the 
almost boundless food resources of the Alaskan 
coastal waters is the announcement that local men 
are to erect at Snug Harbor the largest razor clam 
packing plant in the world. So successful have been 
other clam canning establish- 
ments operated by Seattle com- 
panies in Alaska that the pack- 
ers have been attracted to the 
field and sough new beds of the 
delectable sea food, and the of- 
ficers of the Surf Packing Com- 
pany, of which Alvin Hemrich ie 
is president, believe they have, < 
found at the Snug Harbor loca- 
tion, directly across from ap! OS, 
Seldovia, the largest and rich- - sey 
est beds available. TT 7 


George Palmer, well known merchant of Alaska who 
formerly operated a general store at Knik, is associ- 
ated with Hemrich in the new canning plant. They 
will also erect a large salmon cannery at Snug Har- 
bor. A big merchandise store to supply the white and 
native population of the district will also be estab- 
lished and by spring the packing plants will be in full 
operation, President Hemrich stated. 


KNIK, cont. 


GOTTET, 
fy 


Ce 


Hemrich also had a cannery at Kukak Bay. 


Cordova Daily Times, October 20, 1921. 

George Palmer, former Knik merchant, was an over- 
night visitor in Anchorage, having arrived from 
Seward and left on the steamer Grizzly for Kenai 
where he intends to engage in the mercantile busi- 
ness. 


Palmer died in 1930 at Kenai. And thus ends our ex- 
amination of the career of George Palmer. 


The story of Fulton & Hirshey (Knik B-1) is much 
shorter. 


Fulton & Hirshey, the popular proprietors of the lo- 
cal billiard and pool room, are building a substan- 
tial addition to their comfortable quarters so another 
billiard and pool table may be put in. 


FULTON & 
HIRSHEY 


a 


POOL AND 
BILLIARD HALL 


Sott Drinks, Cigars, Tobsceo, 


Candy, All Kinds of Pruit 


KNIK, ALASKA 


Knik News, Jan. 9, 1915. 


Cook Inlet Pioneer and Knik News, Oct. 16, 1915. 
Notice of Dissolution of Co-Partnership. 

Mr. Thos. Fulton, of the firm Fulton & Hirshey, do- 
ing confectionery and cigar and pool room business, 


at Knik, Alaska, retired from said business on the 
19th day of June, A.D. 1915. 


George Hirshey, the remaining member of the firm, 
will continue the same business in the same stand. 


All outstanding indebtedness due the firm will be 


collected by the undersigned. 
George Hirshey, Knik, Alaska 


SHIP CREEK NEWS 


Knik News, March 27, 1915. 

Ship Creek wants Marshal 

Ship Creek, March 23 - Trouble over the possession 
of a town lot arose one day last week, and for a time 
it looked serious, but the disputants got together and 
adjusted their differences. This dispute is the incen- 
tive for a movement to have, if possible, a deputy 
U.S. marshal stationed here. A petition is being gen- 
erally signed urging the appointment of L.N. Markle, 
a sourdough Alaskan, well qualified for the position. 


Knik News, April 10, 1915. 

Miners’ Meeting at Ship Creek 

Ship Creek, April 7 - A woman alleged to be a mem- 
ber of the under world, a recent arrival, attempted to 
establish herself in what is considered the business 
center of this thriving city. Objection was raised 
which finally resulted in the calling of a miners ’meet- 
ing. The meeting was called by L. N. Markle... 


... word was received from the woman announcing her 
willingness to move. The next day willing hands 
turned in and moved the cabin to what has been des- 
ignated as the restricted district. 


It was decided to make the miners’ meeting a perma- 
nent organization for the enforcement of law and 
order, pending the arrival here of constituted authori- 
ties. 


SUSITNA BAR 
J. WEIERMAN, B-1 


SE ly a, 


We can date this token very precisely because of the 
LoC newspapers. 


Seward Gateway, September 14, 1914. 

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF PARTNER- 
SHIP 

Notice is hereby given, that the partnership hereto- 
fore existing under the firm name and style of 
Hitchcock and Weierman, has been dissolved, G.D. 
Hitchcock having sold his interest there in to Joseph 
Weierman, who will conduct the business of the 
Susitna bar and roadhouse as sole proprietor in the 
future. 


All accounts payable by or owing to said firm will be 
taken care of by the undersigned. 

Joseph Weierman 

Susitna Bar and Roadhouse, Susitna, Alaska 

Dated this 31st day of August A.D. 1914. 


Seward Gateway, September 21, 1914. 

FIRM DISSOLVED 

Susitna Station, Sept. 12 - The firm of Hitchcock and 
Weierman has been dissolved. Mr. Hitchcock has sold 
to his partner and will move to Glacier. 


Which raises an interesting question. 


GLACIER SALOON 


R. Weierman & H, Hitcheock, Proprietors 


Wines, Liquors & Cigars 


Glacier Creek, Turuagain Arm, Alaska 


Seward Weekly Gateway, May 5, 1906. 


Glacier Creek is near Girdwood, 10 miles northeast 
of Sunrise. 


What is the connection between R. Weierman and J. 
Weierman, and H. Hitchcock and GD. Hitchcock? 
What are the odds that these two surnames would be 


joined in business, with different first names? And 
of G.D. going to Glacier after the partnership split? 


Seward Weekly Gateway, February 17, 1906. 
Comes in from Glacier Creek. 

R. Weierman, who conducts at Glacier creek on mile 
75 on of those resorts which would cheer the gover- 
nors of North and South Carolina, was in town this 
week. He reports that the north side of Turnagain 
Arm is prosperous and that a large number of men 
are engaged upon rock work for the railroad in that 
vicinity. 


The names Weierman and Hitchcock are both con- 
nected to Glacier and then Susitna. Were they par- 
ent/child or brothers? 


The name Weierman is not found in Alaska-Yukon 
directories, but Robert Weirman is found. Green D. 
Hitchcock is also found. Both are listed as saloon 
keepers at Girdwood (near Glacier) in 1907. 


The railroad referred to here was the Alaska Central 
Railroad, building north from Seward. The ACR went 
bankrupt and was reorganized as the Alaskan North- 
ern Railroad Company. The Alaska Railroad pur- 
chased the ANRC in 1914. (See below). 


FYI, Joseph Valentine Weierman was admitted to 
citizenship (Anchorage Daily Times and Cook Inlet 
Pioneer, June 23, 1916). 


SHIP CREEK HAS FUTURE 


Knik News, April 10, 1915. 

The latest news received here concerning the gov- 
ernment railway project indicates that Ship creek, 
on Kink arm, will be a very important - if not the 
most important - base of operations in the big scheme 
of development...The first unit will begin at Ship creek 
and build toward the Matanuska coal fields. The sec- 
ond unit will start at Ship creek and work towards 
the end of the Alaska Northern road. 


Should this plan of work prove to be adopted by the 
commission, it will readily be seen that at Ship creek 
a highly prosperous commercial center will spring 


up. 


H.W. NAGLEY 


Cook Inlet Pioneer and Knik News, Jan. 15, 1916. 
HW. Nagely, the Susitna merchant, has opened a 
branch store at McDougal, for the accommodation 
of the boys in that part of the country. 


Anchorage Daily Times and Cook Inlet Pioneer, 
August 16, 1916. 

Polley Bros. have sold their branch store at Talkeetna, 
to Nagley & Co. Mr. Polley arrived in Anchorage 
this morning from that point. 


Anchorage Daily Times and Cook Inlet Pioneer, 
October 6, 1916. 

HW. Nagley, who is operating a line of general stores 
at Susitna, McDougal and Talkeetna, arrived in An- 
chorage yesterday on the steamer Omineca and is 
registered at the Hotel Anchorage. Mr. Nagley will 
be here several days looking after a big freight ship- 
ment of general merchandise for his three stores. 


Anchorage Weekly Times and Alaska Labor 
News, September 12, 1917. 

...He also reported the sale of the Barker and Feltham 
mercantile business at McDougal to H.W. Nagley, 
who will take possession in thirty days. 


Anchorage Weekly Times and Alaska Labor 
News, October 18, 1917. 

H.W. NAGLEY LAYS IN BIG STOCK TO SUP- 
PLY DEMAND IN NEW MINING DISTRICTS 
Susitna - H.W. Nagley is at his Talkeetna store, mak- 
ing final arrangement for the winter. Mr. Nagley is 
stocking heavily his north-end store to be able to fill 
the heavy orders for goods to the Broad Pass and 
Iron creek mining districts. 


Cache Creek Dredging company has just received 
125 tons of supplies at McDougal for next season’s 
work on Cache creek. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, Feb. 26, 1918. 
SUSITNA LOOKS FOR ACTIVITY THIS SEA- 
SON. 

Business conditions are very quiet at Susitna station 
this winter, but with opening of spring, which will 
mark an active interest in mining work in the upper 
waters of the Skwentna and Yentna rivers, commer- 
cial activity will take on new life and the best season 
in the history of the station is expected, according to 
HW. Nagley, a merchant of Susitna. 


Anchorage Weekly Times and Alaska Labor 
News, June 6, 1918. 

Heavy purchases of supplies were made this year by 
Mr. Nagley for his Talkeetna store. He is very enthu- 
siastic about the future of Talkeetna and feels that 
with the opening of the government railroad as far 
as Broad Pass a tremendous activity will result in 
the Cache creek, Iron creek and Broad Pass districts, 
and that Talkeetna will be the first place to feel the 
benefits of these activities. 


References to H.W. Nagley (Talkeetna B-3) can be 
found in The Heritage of Talkeetna by Roberta 
Sheldon, 1995. 


Among those travelling to Talkeetna was the indus- 
trious H.W. Nagley. A trader then situated at Susitna 
Station, he recognized the turn of events precipitated 
by the railroad construction. “As a young man he 
had worked as a purser on steamboats coming to 
Alaska, eventually deciding to open a trading post at 
Susitna Station with two other partners.” The 
Talkeetna activity, and indications that the new settle- 
ment might provide mining supplies and provisions 
more expeditiously to the Cache Creek area, stimu- 
lated Nagley to action. That summer he erected two 
tents and a warehouse, and filled them with over six 
tons of food and supplies. 


The land auction began...H.W. Nagley was the most 
active bidder, successfully purchasing 15 lots at a 
total price of $280. 


In 1925, Horrace Nagley moved his family, wife Jes- 
samine and son Willard, from Susitna Station to 
Talkeetna after completion of their new log home. 


BINGLES IN USE!! 


The ads below are from the Cook Inlet Pioneer, An- 
chorage, May 2, 1916. 


Our merchandise checks are taken 1 | ' 2 
at full value at Polley Bros.’, general _ Play solo for bipgles and win a 
Merchandise; at Frank Cotter's, 


‘ shirt at Cotter’s, a meal at Reilly's, 
everything for men; and at Reilly's TOWN CENTER 


ee A Place to Meet Your Friend and Make Yourself st Home 4 pei el davon trom Pol- 
* MONTANA POOL HALL. MR. AND MRS. BOR POSTER, ‘ Choice Cigars, Tohaceo, Kak 4 ANA 
Entertainers Fraft and Candy apne iy. ohirns te 
ea ord vce Pi asta 


Our merchandise checks are taken 
at full value at Polley Bros.’, general Play solo for bingles and win a 


Merchandise; at Frank Cotter's, shirt at Cotter's, & meal at Reilly's, 
everything for men; and at Reilly's 
restaurant, good eats. 


* MONTANA POOL HALL. 


Frank J . Cotter’s 


The place where men outfit. As complete a line 
of Foot Gearing us can be purchased anywhere. 
The bench-made Washing: ton, Ruckingham & 
Hecht, Hunkidori, Chippewa, Dauherty and the 
famous yuleaniz ng co es h ladies’ and gen- 
tlemen’s. The B. F. Goodrich Rubbers, and a 
complete assortme oe of "Di r Derneden Shirts in 
all the Spring and Summer weights. In fact, every 


thing tbat men need to wear. 


COTTER’S 


BYRNE BUILDING OPPOSITE MONTANA 


Te eS 


Reilly’ s Cafe.. 
| Open Day and Night 


|The BEST the Market Affords 
| at all times. Give us a trial. 


Mike Reilly, Propr. 


a werent ne nase, 


Full Line Amocat Groceries 
Fresh Vegelables in‘Season 


EARLY ANCHORAGE TOKEN ISSUERS 


| ALASKA POOL ROOM 


FOURTH AVE., NEAR D STP. 


CIGARS, 'TORACCOS, CANDIBS, 


SOPT DRINKS. PRUITS, 
CONCORD GRAPE FUICE 


MUSIC 


Cook Inlet Pioneer, May 23, 1916 


PROPRIETOR 


Postofice Opposite. 


Anchorage Daily Times and Cook Inlet Pioneer, June 26, 1916 


JACK ROBARTS 


Anchorage Daily Times and Cook Inlet Pioneer, 
August 25, 1916. 

In keeping with his policy of making his parlors at- 
tractive and modern in all things Jack Robarts has 
recently made several changes that add to the gen- 
eral appearance of the place. In addition to these 
improvements Fred A. Martin has just completed re- 
newing the cloth on the billiard tables and the bowl- 
ing alleys have been thoroughly gone over with a 
scraper and sand paper and are now in splendid 
shape for fast bowling. 


Anchorage Daily Times and Cook Inlet Pioneer, 
August 25, 1916. 

Jack Robarts has just finished a 14x20-foot ware- 
house at the rear of his building and has the same 
stocked with cigars, tobacco, candies, etc., for his 
winter trade. 


Cordova Daily Times, March 14, 1921. 
Following a tour of Alaska towns “Ragtime” Kelly, 
the sourdough vaudevillian, has finally landed in 
Anchorage and as he expresses it, he will be here 
“from now on.”’ Mr. Kelly signed a year 5 lease with 
Jack Robarts for the pool hall and bowling alleys, 
located “opposite Mount McKinley.” 


JOSEPH SCHMITBAUER 


~ ROBARTS © 
Billiard and Bowling Parlors 


B-3c 


B-34a 


Cordova Daily Times, Dec. 31, 1920. 

Joe Flower, about the best little baseball guesser in 
this town, is heartily in favor of organizing the An- 
chorage Athletic club and buying the labor temple. 
Joe’ idea is to form the organization which will 
manage all athletic events such as baseball, field 
sports, basketball, skating rink and occasionally pull 
off a regular he-smoker for the benefit of the club 
members and public. 


Several other business men, including Helmar Evans, 
Jack Robarts, Ray Larson Matt Raich, Sydney Ander- 
son, and others heartily agree... 


Kusko Times, April 25, 1923. 
The Chickaloon Bar at Anchorage was recently 
raided by a squad from the marshals office and from 
40 to 50 gallons of moonshine confiscated. Joe Flow- 
ers, the proprietor, was arrested. He plead not guilty 
and was released under bonds. 


RUTHIE’S 49er 


by J.D. Williams 


The Ruthie’s 49er 
Good For 1 Drink 
wooden nickel has 
popped up a couple 
times on eBay, al- 
though its issuance 
by Ruth E. Sutton 
was more than fifty 
years ago. According 
to an account in 
“Found Memories of 
Anchorage Pioneers,” Vol. 1, Ruth E. (Ruthie) Sutton 
told her sixth grade geography teacher in West Vir- 
ginia that she was going to Alaska after seeing an 
Alaskan picture that featured an Eskimo. Almost 
twenty years later after leaving West Virginia to work 
in a rubber factory in Chicago and then spending a 
few years in California, Ruthie did in fact go to Alaska 
in the late 1940s. 


Ruth E, Sutton 1940s 


Her first job was as a hostess and cashier at the Starlite 
Lounge at 232 Fourth Avenue in Anchorage. A few 
years later she used her savings to buy the Starlight 
Lounge and operated it until 1957 when the building 
was condemned. 


She then moved 
her bar to 507 East 


_ Sutton Lounge 


Fifth Avenue (5th 
& Eagle) and re- 
named it Sutton’s 
Ere (aka Sutton 
Lounge). After 
4'2 years. she 
closed the bar and 
went on vacation 
as she was unable 
to agree to a suit- 
able lease with the 
building’s owner. 
She loved to travel 
and later in life 
even took a flight 


wishes to say thank you to 
you, their friends and custom- 
| ers, for your patronage and 
friendly support for the past 
4% years. Because of unsatis- 
factory lease arrangements we 
will be unable to continue at 
the 5th Avenue and Eagle 
Street location. After a short 
« vacation we hope to reopen f 
soon again. Thanks for your 
understanding and apprecia- 
tion. 


: UNTIL LATER 
Ruth E. Sutton 


May 7, 1962. 


on the Concorde when it came to Alaska. 


After she returned from vacation, she decided to open 
a bar at 710 Fifth Avenue in an old house that had 
been converted to office/retail space and was next to 


Jonas Brothers Furriers on the corner of 5th Ave. and 
G Street. She obtained a zoning exception in Octo- 
ber 1962 to allow the house to be converted to a bar. 
By December she had moved in to the new location, 
but still did not have a name for the bar. She an- 
nounced the new location in advertising in the An- 
chorage Daily Times and invited old friends and new 
to stop by and help select a name, with the resulting 
49er name for Ruthie’s Cocktail Lounge. 


Somethin’ Special? Try 
Ruthie’s 


COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


BRAND NEW AT 710 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEXT DOOR TO JONAS BROS. 


February 18, 1963. 


Three years later Ruthie’s won an award for the most 
improved building based upon the flowers, shrubs 


Author in front of Ruthie’s, circa 1969. 


RUTHIE’S 49er, cont. 


and hanging baskets Ruthie installed. Ruthie never 
lost touch with her West Virginia roots and the West 
Virginia Club met at Ruthie’s 49er for a ham and 
red-eye gravy dinner featuring a specially cured ham 
from West Virginia. 


Ruthie’s 49er lost its lease and had to vacate the pre- 
mises in March 1970 to make way for a 14 story Royal 
Inn Hotel (now called the Westmark Hotel). The 
building that had housed the bar was moved to 
Dimond Blvd. Ruthie Sutton found space at 426 G 
Street to move the bar which was just around the 
corner from the old location. 


RADA Seas 


GRAND OPENING 


Friday, Oct. 9 


Come ‘nhave o ball! 


RUTHIE'S V.1.P. CLUB 


426G St. 


October 8, 1970. 


Although Ruthie renamed the bar Ruthie’s VIP Club 
to reflect the fact that her customers were very im- 
portant people, she continued to operate with the 
Ruthie’s 49er liquor license. In fact Ruthie’s 49er 
name was so familiar to her customers that in May 
1972 she restored the Ruthie’s 49er name and in- 
stalled the sign from her old location. 


Thank You! 


T want to thank each and every one for 
the lovely Birthday Party on November 
6. Must say it was my best one ever, and 
a real surprise as to the way it was all 
planned by good friends . . . especially 
my 65 red roses! They are just the 
greatest ever. ~ 

Thanks again, and love to all 


Ruthie Sutton 


November 11, 1972. 
Upon retirement in 1981 Ruthie transferred the li- 
quor license to Darwin Biwer and his partners who 
remodeled the bar and reopened as Darwin’s Theory. 
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Darwin Biwer was a sports enthusiast and created 
the unusual Darwin’s Theory golf ball drink token 
for a golf tournament. 


One of Darwin’s early partners was Richard Delak 
who at the time owned the Bird House (see ATC&PN 
July 2016). 


Ruthie’s 49er at 710 Fifth Avenue wooden nickel is 
the only token that is known to have been issued by 
Ruthie Sutton, although tokens for her other bars and 
the later location may still show up. Ruthie’s Starlite 
Lounge should not be confused with the North Star- 
light Lounge which was operated by a different bar 
owner at 16th and Gambell who issued more than 
one token. 


After retirement Ruthie enjoyed giving slide shows 
telling about Anchorage in the 1950s. Ruthie died at 
age 92 in 2000 at which time she resided at the An- 
chorage Pioneers Home. 


My earliest memories of Anchorage are at 710 Fifth 
Avenue, although not as a patron of Ruthie’s 49er as 
our family rented the house as our residence in the 
1940s. 


References: 

Fond Memories of Anchorage Pioneers, Vol. 1, pub- 
lished by Pioneers of Alaska, Igloo 15, Auxiliary 4, 
Box 10141, Anchorage, Alaska 99510. 

Anchorage Daily News, Oct. 3, 2000, obituary of 
Ruth E. Sutton. 

Advertisements from Anchorage Daily Times. 


COIN KING LAUNDRY 


undated brass 


The Coin King Laundry building was destroyed by a fire on Dec. 9, 
2021. It was a total loss. Several homeless people escaped the blaze. 


The laundry had closed on January 1, 2019. They had been in business 
for 64 years. 


The photo above was taken at about 1PM, December13. It was about 
20 below and the sun was just above the horizon (to the right of the 
building). 


Coin King had several issues of tokens as shown to the right: 
Complete set of 5: $25 


Singles: undated NPB, 1982 and 2000 - $3 each. 
Plus actual postage. 


FELIX PEDRO MEDAL 


2011 cupronickel or nickel 
Felix Pedro is credited with making the first gold dis- plated brass 


covery in the Fairbanks mining district. This is com- 
memorated every year with “Golden Days.” The Pio- 
neers of Alaska have a rededication ceremony at the 
monument to Pedro on the Discovery claim, at about 
17 mile Steese Highway. 


In 1952, the Pioneers issued a commemorative medal 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of discovery. These 
are gold anodized aluminum, with scalloped edges. 


Shown to the right, we have a few of these available 
for $20. 


See page 12 for a gold token from 1 above Discov- 
ery, Pedro Creek 
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NEW GOLD TOKENS 


It has been a long dry spell, but finally, some gold 
came in from sources that I had not made a token. 


YANKEE CREEK 


Yankee Creek is in the Innoko Mining District, over 
by McGrath. It was prospected in the winter of 1908- 
09, and mining probably began later in 1909. Pro- 
duction from 1909 to 1995 is estimated to be at least 
58,120 ounces. The Discovery claim is near the 
Rosander mine camp. The creek has been worked 
from 14 above to 11 below discovery. A diesel pow- 
ered flume dredge operated from 1921 to World War 
II. Toivo Rosander and Larry Reed renewed mining 
in 1946 with bulldozers and draglines. Yankee Creek 
has produced nuggets up to 32 ounces. 


GRC assay on this gold is 
.8904 gold, .0785 silver. 


I made 19 tokens and these are available for $125 
each, postpaid. 


PEDRO CREEK 


There is no more iconic gold location in the Fairbanks 
Mining District. Felix Pedro discovered gold on what 
was to be named Pedro Creek in 1902. It seems to 
have been continuously mined ever since. 


The gold in this token is from 1 Above Discovery. 
GRC assay on this gold is .8765 gold, .1038 silver. 


I made 18 tokens and these 
are available for $125 each 
postpaid. 


DIME CREEK PLATINUM! 


The miner from Dime Creek brought in some gold 
for GRC, and he brought some small, tiny, grain of 
sand size platinum for me. I purchased some gold so 
that I could incorporate these tiny grains of platinum 
into the token. 


I had the platinum XRF’d and the analysis is as fol- 
lows: 


Platinum - 72.52% 
Palladium - .995% 
Rhodium - 1.41% 
Gold - 9.35% 


Silver - 1.07% 
Copper - .629% 
Iron - 13.95% 


These tiny grains of native platinum are superglued 
into the O on the obverse. Get out your magnifying 
glass! 


GRC assay on this gold was .9506 gold , .0211 silver 
and .0078 platinum. 


I made 21 of these tokens 
and they are available for 
$160 each. 


I have enough platinum for more gold tokens, so the 
next time this miner comes in, I will purchase more 
gold and make more of these tokens with platinum. 


JUDYJUDYGOLD 


I have been mak- 
ing 1 DWT gold 4 
and 1/10 oz. sil- |= 
ver tokens for 
judyjudygold, an 
eBay seller. You can see these tokens on eBay under 
that user name. But, you can buy them directly from 
Judy. Email her at n4697k@yahoo.com 
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